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What  is  lost  when  secularism  defines  the  norms  of  public  discourse  in  ways  that  prohibit 
reference  to  religious  beliefs  as  the  source  of  claims  or  arguments?  What  would  an 
optimal  understanding  of  the  secular  be?  These  questions  will  be  explored  in  relation  to 
different  types  of  discourse  (legal,  religious,  political),  different  issues  (publicly  funded 
religious  schools,  same  sex  marriage,  abortion),  and  different  faiths  or  traditions 
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While  the  course  will  address  the  issue  of  the  separation  of  church  and  state,  the  primary 
focus  will  not  be  on  constitutional  guarantees  of  religious  freedom.  One  of  the  central 
purposes  of  the  course  will  be  to  envision  ways  in  which  religious  and  spiritual  beliefs 
could  become  respectable  dimensions  of  legal,  political,  and  academic  discourse  while 
sustaining  a  deep  respect  for  pluralism  and  attending  to  the  dangers  that  underlie  the 
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A  25-page  paper  due  last  date  for  written  work.  75% 

The  paper  will  focus  on  the  main  themes  of  the  course  and  offer  a  detailed  analysis  of  at 
least  three  of  the  assigned  readings.  While  this  is  not  intended  as  a  large  scale  research 
paper,  students  may  wish  to  use  as  a  central  example  for  their  argument  an  issue  that  we 
have  not  covered. 

A  one  paragraph  paper  outline,  with  bibliography  of  materials  outside  the  syllabus, 
will  be  due  April  1. 
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have  not  covered. 
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